
   

OPENING CONTEMPORARY ART 
 
Textbook Analysis Assignment 
 
Deadline – Due XXX 
 
Length – 750 words double-spaced (approximately 3 pages – length is flexible due to 
handwriting etc.) 
 
Purpose 
 
An analysis of the form and content of an existing contemporary art survey textbook helps us 
understand the genre and how it may be changed or revised in our own Open Educational 
Resource (OER) textbook that we will collaboratively create. 
 
Process 
 
Read the following texts (enclosed): 
 
• Robin de Rosa, “OER: Bigger than Affordability”  
• Randy Kennedy, “Art History’s Big Book: Who’s In and Who Comes Out”  
 
Next, select and skim one of the following textbooks: 
 

• Peter Kalb, Art Since 1980: Charting the Contemporary (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson, 2014) 

 
You do not need to read the entire book cover to cover (though fortunately, in your case you 
already did!). Instead, examine its overall structure and read a single chapter.  
 
In a 750 word essay (approximately 3 pages double-spaced) please evaluate the success of 
the book in explaining the landscape of contemporary art to its readers. The following 
questions will get you started. You need not respond to every question, and can raise points 
of your own as well: 
 

• Who are the author(s) of the textbook? What qualifies them to teach the topic? Does 
anything limit their ability to treat this material? 

• What is the tone of the prose (writing)? Who is the intended audience, and do you 
believe the authors successfully write for this audience? 

• Identify the main features of the book: title, table of contents, chapter introductions, 
highlighted vocabulary, design elements, bibliography, etc. 

• What specific aspects of this book do you find valuable and why? 
• What specific aspects of this book do you find challenging or frustrating and why? 
• How is the book organized? How might this structure aid or inhibit your 

understanding of contemporary art?  



   

• Is anything left out that you would want to learn about? Is anything included that you 
feel is unnecessary? 

• Can you imagine any features that are not included in any of the textbooks that could 
enrich your learning experience?  

 
Your response must contain quotes from the textbook and/or at least one of the readings by 
de Rosa and Kennedy. 
 
Citation 
 
When quoting or paraphrasing an author, put their name and page number in parentheses 
as follows: (Garrard, 12). A bibliography is not necessary.  
 
 
Assessment  
 
You will be evaluated on the following: 
 

• Honesty of your responses (using the personal voice “I” is acceptable) 
• Close engagement with the texts 
• Depth of analysis and critical approach to the texts  
• Originality of observations and conclusions 
• Writing style and quality 

 
 
 


